Surgeon General's Warning: Gender Is Bad for Your Health.
Gender, most feminists agree, isn't a fact about people in the same way that height or hair color is. Genders are constructed within and are part of a power system circulating through all of society that sets standards for men's and women's identities and places men's interests above women's. The system is bad for all of us, but especially for women, genderqueer people, and men of color. Here, I want to point out ways in which it's bad for our health. I'll start with abortion, as laws recently passed in a number of states have restricted women's access to the point where it's nearly nonexistent.